
Good afternoon, it's great to be back with you guys. I genuinely love this community and love your company! 
Right, I'll stop sucking up now and read some Bible. If you could all turn to Hebrews 9, we're not going to have a 
specific reading but we're taking a kind of whistlestop tour initially through the first 8 chapters of Hebrews, so yes, 
very very quick and entirely insufficient, but necessary I think. Then we're going to pause and look into chapters 9 
and ten to draw out some key  points regarding what I want us to think about today which is what does it mean that  
Jesus is our great high priest? It  might be a little heavy and it  is  very exegetical  but I  hope it  will  inform your  
understanding of that role that Jesus had, the links between Jesus and the Old Testament law and the impact that  
this has on how we see our own salvation.

I'd first like to give a little background to the book of Hebrews, it will help to inform what we're going to be 
thinking about today. First of all, we don't know who the author is. Some speculate that it was Paul but since the 
reformation that is a theory that's been widely disregarded so the current two best theories are that it was written 
by either Barnabas or Apollos. You'll remember that in the book of Acts Luke tells us that Apollos was 'a learned man, 
with a thorough knowledge of the scriptures' (Acts 18.24). Now since virtually all commentators recognise that the 
author  must have had both authority and an intellectual Hebrew Christian with a strong knowledge of  the Old 
Testament, Apollos is  generally the favoured theory. It  was written to an audience primarily made up of Jewish  
converts to Christianity, they would have been familiar with the Old Testament and at the time of receipt would have  
been wrestling with the possibility of Judaising the Gospel or even, some have suggested, merging with a Jewish sect  
like the one at Qumran. 

This leads us to spot the overall theme of the letter which is to identify and defend the supremacy and the  
sufficiency of Christ as the revealer and mediator of God's grace. As you read through the book you can see that the 
author makes it quite clear that there is no continuation in the old Jewish system, indeed we've seen this in the 
reading for today and the book is littered with Old Testament references. Infact, some people have said that Hebrews  
can almost be read as a sort of commentary on the book of Leviticus. I must confess I haven't yet tried looking at it  
this way, but there are certainly things in it that could rightly be read that way. 

By the time we get to Chapter 10, the author has established in the first six chapters that Christ is superior to 
the Angels, chapter one verse five to chapter 2 verse 18, superior to Moses, chapter 3 verse 1 to chapter 4 verse 13  
and superior to the Aaronic Priests, chapter 4 verse 14 to chapter 7 verse 28. He then moves on to build his case 
specifically surrounding Christ's sacrificial work as Our High Priest. In chapter 8 he places Jesus as the High Priest of a  
new covenant, in verse 13 going so far as to say that 'In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. 
And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.' 

From here I think the pace really picks up. If you think of it like a sermon, this is where he starts to get 
animated and heated! He outlines the nature of the Holy Place, the temple. He describes the layout, he talks about 
the preparations that have to be made and then in verse 8 he brings the kicker. After the priests have made their 
preparations they go into the first section to perform the rituals but only the high priest enters the most holy place.  
He goes in once a year and sacrifices on behalf of himself and the unintentional sins of the people. Then from verse 8  
(read to verse 14) 

So the author has shown what here? That redemption is not and cannot be found through the sacrifice of 
animals: bulls, goats, lambs or, dare I say it, even heifers. It can only be found through the blood, through the death 
of Christ. For those who are looking to revert to a form of Judaism, or even seeking to Judaise Christianity, this is a  
bold statement to have thrown at you. Imagine the scenario, you've had some teaching from some folk who are  
suggesting bringing in ideas from other places and you're thinking to yourself, well why not? There doesn't seem to 
be  anything  wrong  with  it,  it  isn't  exactly  in  conflict,  infact  you  could  even  say  they're  linked!  You  will  find 
contemporary examples coming into the church that look compatible, seem compatible but when you get deep 
down it violates the new covenant. Incase any of you are unsure, by the new covenant I mean the promise made by 
God that those who repent and believe in Jesus Christ as Lord are covered by grace and that their sins are forgiven  
because of Jesus' death and resurrection. 

Now in terms of Judaism, the sacrifices that would have been made and the rejection of the sufficiency of  
the new covenant was simply not right, it was unacceptable. Think about it for a second, that divide between the  
first and the second sections of the temple was there as a reminder that, as a consequence of sin, humans were now 
separated from God. They could not, as one commentator put it, 'draw near to God's throne of mercy'. The Jews are 
at something of a loss here, it's kind of a repentance cycle. One which never ends and only brings more frustration  
and  is  never  really  resolved.  The  author  has  brought  them  to  this  place  on  purpose  because  he  has  got  to  
demonstrate  that  the  actions  of  multiple  high  priests  for  hundreds  of  years  is  totally  insufficient  and,  more 



importantly, has now been made redundant. 
Verse 11, Christ appeared as a high priest. This isn't a subject that you'll see is up for discussion, the writer 

simply states it as categorical fact. But what does it mean, high priest of the good things that have come? Well, it 
shows yet another distinction between the old covenant and the new. The old covenant relied upon things that had 
not yet happened, it was a foreshadowing of better things that were coming. However the new covenant instead 
relies upon already accomplished fact as Donald Guthrie puts it. 'The greater and more perfect tent that has not  
been made by hands' means that Christ did not enter to make the sacrifice through any earthly tabernacle but  
through and into a heavenly tabernacle, one that is superior. Thirdly and most importantly in this section, he entered 
once for all. I want you to hang on to that, it's going to be significant later. Once, for all, and by means of his own  
blood. 

Now I bet you're wondering, well, you may not be, but I'll speculate anyway, I bet you're wondering what on  
earth the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctifying for the purification of the flesh has to do 
with anything other than being another ritual that Christ's sacrifice has made obsolete. Well, infact it has quite a 
unique significance. Let's look at Numbers 19.8 – 19. (READ)

In scripture, uncleanness, sin and death belong together. The corpse of a human was the worst kind under 
the old covenant even being so unclean as to make unclean those who were in a tent with a corpse, or those who  
even touched a grave. Infact it was so serious that if you did not cleanse yourself then it defiles the tabernacle, it  
makes unclean the holy place of God. Now, bearing in mind the link with sin, can you see where I'm going with this? 
If that ritual could make a person physically clean again in that context then how much greater is the blood of Christ 
in being sufficient to cleanse our consciences? That sacrifice of the heifer under Mosaic law did nothing for the 
conscience of the person, only the ritual, bodily cleansing, but it was symbolic, foreshadowing of the conscience 
cleansing sacrifice of Christ. 

Let's jump now to verse 23 and read through to verse 28. 
Here the writer sums up what we've just talked about, all  that happened with Christ was what all  those 

weird rituals, laws and sacrifices foreshadowed. The heavenly things, the heavenly spiritual realities required greater 
sacrifices. Why the plural? This shows us that the Christ's one sacrifice was entirely adequate and fulfils all of the 
different sacrifices in the old law. And again we come onto the theme of one death. 

Every year on the day of atonement, the high priest would enter the sanctuary and would repeat the same 
sacrifice but each year, of course, with a different animal. There was no continuity. Christ's self-sacrificial offering was 
different, he has no need to repeat his offering. Now it might seem like I'm repeating myself here but that's only  
because this is what the author is doing. It is the finality of Christ's sacrifice that is most important here and, I would  
argue, it is the lack of genuine recognition of this finality that is one of the problems with the modern church. And  
this is where we now launch. 

Chapter 10 verses 1 to 4 (Read)
I want to repeat verse 3, 'But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.' When that priest went 

in  to  make  that  sacrifice  it  was  a  reminder  to  the  Israelites  that  they  had  fallen  short  in  their  lives,  even 
unintentionally. Now I don't know about you but I beat the life out of myself when I do something wrong. Even now 
when I think back on things that I know I seriously screwed up in my life, things that I know were sinful and things 
that, in my head, I know are no longer held against me I can get tinges of guilt, wondering why I did them and feeling 
bad for  what I  did.  Not only  against  other people,  but  against  God.  It's  this  that  the Israelites,  being in a pre-
messianic state, experienced year in year out. This sort of feeling goes absolutely against the point of what the writer  
of Hebrews is trying to say and goes against the truth of the finality of the sacrifice of Christ. Those sacrifices didn't 
make everything right, they didn't purify the consciences of the Israelites otherwise as it says in verse 2 there would  
be no need to continue making sacrifices. The truth is, however, that the one sacrifice of Christ was sufficient where 
the old sacrifices were not.  Verse 10, And by that will,  that is,  God's will,  we have been sanctified through the  
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 

Hear that, we have been sanctified. To be made sanctified means to be made holy. We have been made holy. 
You sometimes hear this talk of, well, we have been 'justified',  meaning we have been saved, but we are going 
through a 'process' of sanctification, we are being made holy. No. This isn't what the Bible says anyway! Yes, we have 
been justified, but we have also been sanctified. Let me tell you something, if anyone tells you that the reason you're 
struggling is  because you're not reading your  Bible  enough or  because you aren't  praying enough then there's 
something wrong. Those are both important things, I would even say crucial things. But there is nothing that you can  
do that can improve how God sees you. That's the truth. For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those 



who are being sanctified. Now that might seem like it contradicts the previous bit but the rendering of it in Greek,  
tous hagiazomenous, refers to the succession of people who the sanctification applies to, not some progression of 
sanctification for individuals. 

The author then quotes from Jeremiah 31 saying (read from verse 16). The laws are no longer dictated and 
set down in writing, there are no regulations to follow, no required quiet time in the morning, no required prayer  
sessions. Though these things are important and they are helpful they follow from sanctification. This is summed up 
in verse 18 with that final sentence, where there is forgiveness of these, there is is no longer any offering for sin. This 
means quite literally that. Nothing you can do will ever sanctify you because it's already happened and because it has 
already happened, nothing can make you dirty again. However as we read in the book of James, the actions that we  
do reflect the inward truth of the heart. Things like reading scripture and praying are important, they flow out of our 
perfected state through Christ but they aren't required as a result of it! And this is the crux of what I want to get 
across today. Because, through the work of Christ as our great high priest there is no longer any need for an offering  
for sin there is no requirement on us to do anything to bring us favour from God. Nothing at all, nil, nada, even the 
good stuff isn't required. But that's the point, because if it was required, even after being saved then it wouldn't be 
grace.
So, to sum up, we have seen how Jesus' sacrifice is superior to that of the Mosaic law and we have have seen that it  
fulfilled the symbolism of the earthly representation. More importantly we have seen that Jesus has made all that 
stuff obsolete, that his one sacrifice was enough and, moreover, we have seen through the parallels with the law, 
that we have been made holy and that there is nothing we are required to do now or 30 years from now that will 
gain us any more right standing with God than we already have. The sacrifice has happened, if you have accepted it 
then stand assured that this is true. If you haven't accepted it, then know that it has happened and that assurance is 
there waiting for you. 


